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The Interefts of the Seal Phis of 


Europe, with reſpe& to the Succeſſion 
of the Crown of SP AIN, &c. 


H E preſent Indiſpoſition of the King of 

| Gp4in, ſeems to put a great part of Europe 

Izcoa Conſternation : The Apprehenſionthe 

molt Judicious Perſons have of a Breach in 

the ſhort Tranquilicy this part of the World has en- 
joy'd, makes the Concern be very juſt : For they who 
know how. 1ll we are able toenter upon a Second War, 
and what dcep Inciſions the Laſt has made into the 
ſoundeſt Members of the Confederacy, have good rea- 
ſon to be very chary of the preſent Peace. *Tis true, 
our Adverſaries have felt th: Eftetts of the War, as 
well as We ; and 'tis reaſonabie to ſuppoſe, have as 
little need of another,as they had real need of the Peace. 
But what we know of 7hat is but ſuppos'd ; what we 
feel, we are ſ{cnlible and lure of. Befides, the Caſe here 
would exceedingly differ; for the Kingdom of Spary, 
which perhaps were it rightly managed, 1s the Richeſt 
as well as the Largeſt Government in the World, is a 
t':ing ſo valuable, that 'tis preſum'd there 1s no Monarch 
in Chriſtendom, were he in the King of Fraxce's ſtead, 
but would puſh for it at the extreme't hazard, And 
the preſent King of France has never given the World 


any reaſon to expe he will omit the Addition of ſuch 
B | a I r0- 
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_ a Trophy to his Glory, eſpecially when he has ſohigh 
 Pretenſions to the Claim. 


In this Caſe it ſeems very proper to enquire a little 
into the preſent Proſpet af Aitairs, as thcy reſpect the 


ſeveral Intereſts of the Princes of Exrope , and what - 


probable Effes the Deccaſe of his Cathelick Majeſty 
may have, as to Peace, War, and Trade ; that from 
thence we may judge what we ought to expett from 
ſuch an Event. ; 

' To come at a full underſtanding of the Caſe in hand, 
"cis neceſſary to take a ſhort View of the Succeſſion of 
the Royal Family of Spain, and enquire who has the 
faireſt Claim, in caſe of the Demiſe of the preſent 
King. 


The Houſe of A«/fria have had an undoubted Poſ: 
ſeſſion of the Crown of Sp2iz ; and Charles the Fifth 
being choſen Emperor of Germazy , enjoy'd a Sove- 
reignty of the largeſt Extent, perhaps that ever any 
One Prince in the W6rld had under his Government : 
For he had at once the Empire of Gerymm1ny, the King- 
doms of Hungary and Bohemia, of Spain, Naples, and 
Sicily ; allthe preſent United Provinces under the States 
of Holand ; all Flanders, with the Countries of Lux- 
emburgh, Franche Comte, and Burgundy ; the Dukedom 
of Milan, the Iſlands of Sardinia, . Corſica, Majorca and 
Minorca, with a boundleſs. Empire in Mexico and Pers ; 
beſides a multitude of Petty Sovercigntics, Dukedoms, 
and Principalities. All this Vaſt Dominion, the Em- 
pire of Germany azd its Dependancies excepted, deſcerd.- 
ed to his Son Phzlip; who added to it the Kingdoms of 


 Erglandand Ireland, by bis Marriage with Queen ary; 


but that unhappy Match neither railing him any Chil. 


dren, 
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dren, nor keeping him in any long Poſſeſſion of this 
Crown, he loſt it by her Death ; and inthe next Reign, 
loſt the Low-Countries allo, and by that long War ſoim- 
poveriſh'd his own Kingdom, that 1t never recovered 
it to this hour. After his D«ceaſe, he left his King- 
doms to his Son Philip, and he to Philip the Fourth, 
Father of the preſent Charles the Second, who has yet 
no Chiidren. 

Philip the Fourth left One Son and Two Daughters ; 
the Eldeſt Daughter, Maria Tereſis, was married tothe 
preſent French King, and was Mother to the preſent 
Dauphin of France; and in caſe of the Death of the 
preſent King of Spariz, the Dauphin of France 15 Heir 
Apparer:t to the Crown of Span, and to all its Domi- 
nions ; and, one Clauſe excepted, has an Unqueſtion'd 
Title to th: Succeſſion of the ſaid Kingdoms. 

But in anſwer to the Succeſſion of the Danphiy, 'tis 
objeted, That at the Marriage of Lewis the Fourteenth 
of France, with Maria Tereſia of Spain aforeſaid , his 
Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, with all the Princes of the 
Blood, did by a Writing under their Hands and Seals, 
ratified and exchang'd on the Borders, and firm'd by 
their Solemn Oath at Foxterabia, in the Year 1659, 
renounce and relinquiſh all Right or Title, Claim and 
Pretenſions for himlelf or his Succeſſors, which they or 
any of, them had or ſhould have, by reaſon of any Al- 
liance from the {aid Marriage. 

The Spaniſh Miniſters of State who foreſaw the 
poſſibility of a Claim upon-the Crown of Spain from 
the Children of that Match, tool all the care imagt- 
nable t©> bind His moſt Chriſtian Majeſty from ſo 
much as a Pretenſion to+ it, and to that end made the 
Words of that Oath as full, and the Ceremony of Ma- 
king and Exchanging it, as Solemg and as Publick as 


poſuble. B 2 How 
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How far His Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty will think him- 
ſelf bound by ſuch an Oath, time muſt determine. I 
know 'tis Argued,that the Dauphin and his Sons can be 
no way obliged by an Oath made by their Father or 
Grandfather before they were born; and that the Fa- 
ther could only relinquiſh for h1mfelt, but not for 
them, on whom the Right of Succettion devoly'd 
| long after the Oath of their Father : Thar the Inhe- 


ritance was a Natural Right to them, which their . 


Predecefſors had no power to diſp:nlſe with ; and 
therefore they are no way concern'd in the Oath of 
Renunciation , but ought to Succeed, as it no ſuch 
Oath had been taken. | 

Though much might be ſaid on this Point, it be- 
ing not the Deſign of this Paper, I ſhall only Note 
this; Thar' whether the Oach by which His Mot 
Chriſtian Majeſty Renounced the ſaid Succeſſion be 
binding to the Dauphin and his Sons or no; this is 
certain, Thar it is efteCtuzlly binding to the King him- 
ſelf, if there be any ſuch thing as a binding Force in 
the Obligation of the moſt ſolemn and ſacred Oaths 
in the World. 

Now'ff the Obligation be ſo ſacred as to the Moſt 
Chriſtian King himſelf, 'tis moſt certain the Dauphin 
or his Sons wilt never be Kings of Spary, if the faid 
Moſt Chriſtian King be fo juſt to his Obligation as 
not to aid and aſſiſt them in puſhing at the Suc- 
ceſſ1on. | 

The Smprrhr of Germany, who is the next Branch 
of the Houle of 44/r:ia, 1s Heir to the Crown of Sai 
in caſe the Title of the faid Maria Tereſia be laid 
alide, being the immediate Line of F-rdizand, Son to 
Charles the V*h, King of Spain; and not only fo, but 
his Iſſue has a Clajm by Virtue of his Marriage witty 


Mar - 
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Mare aret Tereſia, the Second Daughter of Pip the 
IV*>, by whom he had One Daughter, who was 
Married to the preſent Duke of Bawar:a. 

\ Ir may not be amiſs to Anſwer here a Queſtion 
which ſeems very naturally to be drawn from the Pre- 


 miſes, Viz. Why ſhould the Spaniards make Provili- 


on to bar the Claim of the French by the Iſſue of a 
Daughter, and not the Claim of the Emperor whoſe 
Right is alſo by the Ifſue of a Daughter. 

This 1s expreſly Anſwered by the Preamble to that 
Treaty in theſe Words : Eftant les Deux Couronnes (i 
Grandes et ſi puiſſantes qu” elles ne puiſſent eftre Reuntes 
en Une ſul: &t a fin que dez 4 preſent on previenne 
tes Occaſions d' une pareille jonition, &C. Donques attenaues 
t:s fuſdites juſtes raiſons et Notamment de Legalite qui ſe 
doit Conſerver leurs Maj-ſtez accoraent et arreſtent par 
Contract e&t pacte Conventionnel entre elles qui aura Lieu 
force et Vigueur de la loy ferme et ſtable a tout jamais 
qui 1a ſereniſſime Infante d'Eſpagne n+ ſes Enfans et 


leur deſcendants en quel aegre ils ſe puiſſent trover Voir 


a tout jamais ne puiſſent ſucceder:es royaumes eſtats ſeigneu- 
ries et domination, &C. qui appartiennent et appariicndront 
2 {a Majefte Cathol.que ant dedans que dehors le royaums. 
d* Eſpagne Von obſtant toutes Lnix ou Coutumes &C. aux 
quelles leurs Majeftez derogent, &c, In Engliſh thus :,*The- 
"Iwo Crowns being ſo great and fo puilſant that they: 
©annot be united into One Kingdom, and that to the end: 
hat from this preſent all Occaſion of fucha Conjuntion 
nay be avoided,thereforeupondue conſideration had of 
*the aforeſaid reaſons, eſpecially that of Equality, which 
ought to be preſerved ; it 15 Accorded between both 
«their Majeſties, and by Mutual Covenant and Contrat 
*Ordained, which ſhall continue in the full force and. 
vigor of a Law for ever, That. the moſt Serene Infanta. 
of 


of Spain, her Children, nor Deſcendants, in what Degree 
fſoever, ſhall never Succeed in the Kingdoms, Signiories , 
or Domunions , which do or ſhall belong to his Catholick 
Majeſty, «s wel wichin as withoat the Kingdom of Spain; 
notwithſtanding any Law or Cuſtom, which hereby their Ma- 
jeſties do Abolth. 


"Tis plain from this branch of the Contra, that a 
Union between Spain and France has been accounted by 
both | Nations an improper, if not an impracticable 
thing. A Union with Germany has been known, and is 
coherent enough ; but the Nature and Intereſt of the 
Two Crowns of Spain and France ſeem to have ſome 

articular Circomſtances which wou'd make a Union 

atal to them both; and therefore Dox Lewis de Haro, 
the great Miniſter of State for the Spaniaras, inlilted on 
- this Article with a great deal of Zeal. 


I confeſs it ſeems to me that Dea Lewis de Faro, 
the Spaniſh Miniſter , ated very different from the 
CharaQter he had in other his Publick Management 
of the Aﬀairs of Spain ; for he who paſt for one 
of the greateſt Maſters in Politicks of his age, and 
was the only man in all the Spaniþ Court, who 
was thought to be a Match for Cardinal Mazariz in 
the Famous Peace of the Pyrexnes, was ſure very 
ill read in the Maxims of Princes, to think that i 
Treaty of Renunciation would ever be eſfteem'd of 


force enough to limit the Ambition of Future - 


Times , and to oblige Princes who were not then 
born The Spaniards were n:ver taken for a Cre. 
dulous Nation, an! how they ſhould come to be 
drawn into ſuch a folly, ſeems very unaccounta- 
ble. No doubt Cardinal Mazarine, who diſcover 
well 
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well enongh the Event, ſuffered the Spaniſh Pleni- 
potentiarics to go on at their own rate, and to 
call in the help of all the C:v4/7azs in the Two King- 
doms, to make an Inſtrument of Renunciation, kaow- 
ing well enough that Titles to Crowns are generally 
diſpucred by the Sword, not by Deeds and Inſtruments ; 
and that rhe Succeſſion to the Crown of Span, if 
ever it fell by che Demiie of the Incumbeacs to the 
Heirs of that Marriage , would receive very little 
Obſtruction from ſo weak a Defence as the Paper of 
a Renunciation ; for we find Contrafts and Wri- 
tings of that Nature, have very lucle ctte& againſt 
a little to a Crown backt with an Army of 50009 
men. The Span/þ Miniſters acted the parts of . men 
of Honour indeed, but not at all of Politicians. 


Why alſo that refin'd Politician ſhould Marry the 


- Eldeſt Daughter,where the Succeſſion ſhould require fo 


ſtrict a Bar, remains undetermined ; had he given che 
Trfanta tothe Emperor, and the Younger Daughter to 
the King of France, the Debate had been prevented ; 
but poſſibly other reaſons might govern him, which 
we cannot judge of at this diſtance of time; and the 
Infants bing Married to the Molt Chriſtian King Six 
Years beiore the Younger Daughter was Married to 
the Emperor, that Match might be made before a 
Marriage with the Emperor was in view. 

Upecn the whole, it appears by this ſhort view of the 
Succeſſion of the Crown of Spain, that the Two 
Davghtersof Philipthe Fourth, are the Immediate Heirs 
of Charles the Second, t!:c preſent King, in caſe he Dies 


| without Ifſve; theE1ldeft, who marr1'd theKing of France, 


has renounced her Claim for her ſelf and her Poſte- 


rity ; and the next Right muſt deyolve upon the Se- 
cond, 
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cond, whoſe Title Deſcends to the EleCtor of Bavaria 


1 am alſo to obſerve that the pretence, of the Chl- 
dren of the King of France, not beins bound by th! Oath 


of their Father, and therefore their Succeſſion being clear, 
ſeems fully anſwered thas. 


"ws. 


The Renunciation was not ſo much a Perſonal Deed 


_ of the preſent King of France and the [nfanta of SJ 04122,45 


it was a mutual'Compatt between both K/z2doms paſs'd 
by 4 Treaty of Peace, and became a Law of each 
Cotntry, made fo by a publick Inſtrument Sign'd by 


the Noblity on each ſide, and agreed by a general Con- 


ſent. of the Plenipotentiaries of both Parties, in the 
XXX111* Article of the Pyrenean Treaty, in theſe 
words : 


And to the end this Peace and Union, Confederation 
and good Correſpondence, might, as it is deſired, bz ſo 
much the more wy laſting', ana indiſſolvible, both the 
ſaid Principal Miniſters, the Cardinal Duke, and the Mar- 
quis Earl Ditke, by virtue of the ſpecial Power they have 
had for that end of the Two Lords and Kijinos, have Con- 
cluded and Agreed in their Names, the Marriage of the 
Moſt Chriſtian King with the Sereniſ., Infanta the Lady 
Maria Tereſia, Eldeft Daughter to the Catholick King, 
and the ſam? Day bearing the Date of theſe Preſents, have 
Made and Subſcrib'd a particular Treaty, wherennto they 
refer themſelves touchins the mutual Conditions of the 
ſaid Marriaze, and the time of its Celcbration; which 
Treaty byit ſelf, and Cayitulition of Marriage, are of the 
ſame Force and Vreer with the preſent Treaty of Peace, as 


being the Chief? Part thercof, and the moſt worthy as well . 


as thegrea'efl 4nd moſt precious earneſt of the ſurety of its 


Aur ation. 


This 


LAGS OT AOL 


-the Sons all dy ing young, was married tothe preſent 


2 plain and direCt Title, founded on the'Renunciation 
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This makes it appear that the Treaty of Marriage 
was real:y a part of the Treaty of Peace, and ſd be- 
came a publick Stipulation between the ewo Kingdoms 
and an Act of the generality; ſo that not the King and 
Queen of Fraxce only perſonally , but the very King- 
dom _@ -Fraxce did ſolemnly concern it felf in 
the Renunciationof an Union.of rhe Crown of Spaiy, 
as 4 thing not fit tobe done, for the Reaſons expreſly 
ſer down in the Preamble quoted before. 

France having thus renounced the Crown, and all 
Claim to the Kingdoms and Dominions of Spaix, the: 
Second Daughter comes in with her Claim; and Ma- 
744 Tereſia ſtands with reſpect to Spain, as if ſhe had 
dyed without Iſſue. The Second Daughter of Philip 
che Fourth, was Margarer Tereſia, married to Leopold 
the Sixth, preſent Emperor of Germany, by whom he. 
had Three Sons and One Daughter;z*which Daughter, 


Duke EleQtor of B4ivar/a, and died in 1691, leaving 
tim one Son, to whom the Crown of Spain deſcends by 


agreed on by the Pyrenean Treaty. _ ; 

If the Son of this Princeſs dies without I{Tue, the Ger- 
74s Line of the Houſe of Auſtria lucceeds., deriv'd 
from Ferdinand Brother to Charles the Fifth , Son of 
Philip the Firſt, King of Spazm, who left Three Sons, 


Maximilian, 
Ferdinand, and : 
Charles. | \ 


Maximilia{ucceeded his Father in the Empire, and; 
left it to Rodulph the SeFond, his Son and he dyinga, 
Batchelor, Matthias bisSgeond Son ſucceeded in the Em»- 

GC pire ; 
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pire; and he alſo dying without Chiid:en, Ferdinand 
the Second ,. Son of Ferdrnand the Ficſt, was choſen 
Emperor , who had ſeveral Children , but all died 

ithout Iſſue; ſo the Family was preterv'd in Charles 
the. T hird Son of Ferdizand the Firſt, :who among 
Fifteen Children had one Son, Ferainand the {hird of 
the Family, but as Emperor was known by the Name 
of Ferdinand the Second, who was ather to the Em- 

ror Ferdinand the Third, and he to the preſent Em- 
peror Leopold the Sixth of the Family, but the firſt Em- 
peror of the Name, whole Eldeſt Son Joſeph is King 
of Hungary, and King, of the Romans; whole Right 
to the Crown of S$paiz is Clear and Unqueſtton'd, itill 


| founded upon the former Renunciation. 


The Duke of Savoy has alſo ſome Pretenſion to the 
Crown cf Sparz, as he is Great Grandſon of Charles 
Emanuel, Duke of , Savoy, by Katherine, Daughter to 
Philip the Second. E _ 
The Titles being thus diſcuſs'd, we come toexamine 
how the ſeveral Intereſts of the Princes of Enrope 


ſtand, with reſpect to the Succeſſion, in caſe his Ca- 
tholick Majeſty ſhould dye. 


To begin with the Princes of 1:aly; and firſt with 
Savoy : The Dukes of $2voy have always upheld their 
Fortunes by the Antipathies of the powerful Princes 
by whom they are environ'd, the EZ:2cror, Spaty, and 
France ;, either of them fingly have had both Power 
and Will to cruſh the Saworerd, but ncither enduring to 
fer the other ſeize him, he has ever had a ProteRtor of 
*the one, when he has had an Invader of the other. 
Tis rrue, this has often mage his Country the Seat of 
the War, and his very Capital City Turin has been al- 
ernately Gariſon'd by French, S P41k4ra5, and Germans. 


z0e © 
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The preſent Duke is entirely in the Frexch Irterefts 
and in a fair way to leave Fis Dominions in the French 
Poficſhon, having married his Daughter to the Hopes 
and Foirune of fr:,ce; But if he has \Egany Sons, it 
cannot be þ1s Intereſt to have the Dutchy of lar fall 
into hands of the Frezch, wha will-then perfcaly 
1 1M 11 their own Territories:Princes may take 
this of tht Partv,with reſpect to Wars foreign to their 
ow! Dominions ; but in their own particular Caſes they 
are always governed uy their Intcreſts. If cheDuke of $4- 
voy has any regard tothe Succeſſion of his own Family 
he carinot but know that if the Kingdom of Spaz falls 
into the hand: of the French, the Mzlaneſe does fo alſo; 
and he and his >ucceffors are as abſolutely in the power 
and at the di{poſ- of the King of France, as any Gover- 
norof a Province in his own Countrey ; and the pow- 
erful Aſſiſtance of the Sp:4174 1s for ever ſunk as to 
him ; ſo that it cannot cornfift with the Safety of the 
Duke of S :vcy to have the French polfels Spain. Tis 
true, the Emperor may aſſiſt him, but the Gr//ons muſt 
be ask*d leave to admir Saccours through their Coun: 
trey;which though they do generally grant,yer ſuch an 
Aid is remote,and the Motions of the Germans very flow: 
So that indecd to have the French pollels'd'of Spain, is 
to put the Dukes of $:29y under an Abſolute Depen- 
dance on the Power and Will of the Kings of Fraxce. 


The Dukes of Mantus, Prrma, and Modena, with 
the Repitblick of Gezoa, will be in Jute better condi- 
tion ; for the Countries of S:voy, Pic, and Milan, 
have always been a Frontier to them, to defend them 
from the Iniults of the French ; as may very well ap- 

ar by the-care they rouk this laſt War, to get rid of 
the French Garilon in Caſa. - 

; | . C 2 Es In 


4 


- In the S»uth and Eff parts of 1:4/y, the.Cafe will be 
Aittle batter ; for with-the Crown of Spar# the King- 
doms of Naples, Srcily, and Sardiniz, become likewite 

© French atheftirſt of which admits them into the hearc 

of - Italy,» where they may ſhake hands with the Vexe- 
t/ans -0n one. ſide, the Great - Duke of 7 aſcar.c 
ether; and the Eccleſiaſtical Terricories oaMther ; 

.and+the laſt gives him an entire Dominion over the 

whole Trade of the Welt part of the Mediterranear Sca. 

In a word, the Spaniſb Dominions in /ca/y falling in- 

ro the hands of the Frexch , would ſo involve the 

whole Country, that it would lie wholly at his Mercy, 

- and-depend entirely upon his Favour ;and whoever gives 

himſelf leave to conſult the Hiftories of the Wars-in 

Italy , the many attempts made by the Kings of 

France to get but a footing in that Delicious Coun- 

try*, may with eaſe conclude what uſe they would 

make. of ſo advantageous a Seilure as this. Francis 
the Firſt ', was the moſt eager Competitor 
with the Emperor Charles the Fifth, for the Domini- 
on of 1raly ; and the' Princes of Lombardy owe their 
preſent Eſtabliſhment and Tranquility to the Succeſs 
of the Emperor's Forces-in that great Bartel of Pa- 
via; for had King Francis gain'd that Battel, *tis 
more than. probable he had united all the Norch 

, of [taly to his Crown ; and this very humour of King 

Francis, who was a Warlike and an Ambitious Prince, 

was the very reaſon why he was not Eletted Emperor 

in the ſtead of Charles the Fitth , leſt he ſhould «j- 

ther ſlight or attempt the ſubduing of the Petty-States 

of che Empire ; though they mended not the matter, 
the very ſame Deſign being afterwards formed by 

Charles the Filth, whom they Eleted at that time. 

Aqd thus *tis in 7:44y now the petty Princes of 1:aly 


are 
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| are neither willing nor able to injure Fraxce, and are 

very well ſatished with being ſcreen'd behind .che Af- 

laneſe by the Spaniard and Savojard from an Irruptiog 
| from France. | | 

France has ſeveral times been Maſter of a'great.part 

| of Italy. Pepin, and Charlemaign, having Coocuntithe 

Longbbards , gave all the Eccleſiaſtical -Terricory in 

| / Teraly to the Chair ; and ſince that, Ira/y has been often 

changing Maſters, and the Popes have as often been 

haraſs'd, one while by the Emperor of Germany, and 

wy other while by the French and Spaniſh Power; and to 

| prevent the like for the future, the conſtant Maxim of 

| « tlie Eccleſiaſtical Councils, has been to keep a due Ba- 

| lance between thoſe Three Powers, that neither of 

| ' them may be too powerful for one another, and then 

he is ſure the Peace of Iraty ſhall not be difturb'd. In 

? this caſe the ingenious Pruffendorff 1n his Intro- 

duction to the Hiſtory of Europe, gives his Opinion 

thus : 7. am apt to believe, ſays he, the Popes would be 

E glad the Spaniards were driven out of Italy , eſpectally 

out of the Kinodom of Naples ; but it is ſcarce to be ſup- 

| poſed he ſhould be able to do it in his own ſtrength ; and 

To to make uſe of the French won!d be to fall out of the 

| Frying-paz into the Fire ; therefore all the Pope can do 

is to take care that Spain may not Encroach upon others 

in Italy ; and there 1s no qu ſtion but if the Spaniards 

| - ſhould attempt any [#ch thins. France and all the other Italt- 

| an Srates world be ready to opp:ſc therr deften 5 merther can 

: it be pleaſing to the Pope, if the Ring: of France ſhould 

get ſo much Footing in Italy, as to be able to ſway Mat- 

ters there according to his pleaſhre, which the Pope ought 

to prevent mith-all his might. If this be true, what 

then can the: Pope or any of the 7ra/zan Princes ex- 


pet; if the Speriards and Freach ſhould be united, 
and 
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and Encroach upon them in one body, they would 
eftetually drive: them all out of Jraly whenever they 
cpteaſed ? All the Refuge they could have, would be 
the Empire , which how able it would be to Cope 
with Frazce, in ſuch a Caſe, time only can deterinine. 
To me it ſeems more than probable, ti:zt a Union of 
the Kingdoms of France and Spain would be an,entire 
Reductianof whole 7taly under the ſame Power ; for 
there is not that part of 74/y which the Monarch of 
that Union would not really have ſome Dormant 
Pretenſion to, either as King of Spain, or King of 
France, or King of Napl-s, or Duke of Milan, «xcept 


the Ferritories of the Republick of Yexzice, and ſome _ 


of them would not be entirely free neither. - 


The next Country which is moſt nearly concern'd 
againſt this Union, and in moſt danger from it, is the 
Kingdom of . Portugal. As the Spaniard 1s now a poor 
and effeininated Nation , Portugal 15 ſecured by its 
own {trength. In the time that the Power of Spain 
was formidable to Enrope, Philip the Second no ſoon- 
er Invaded Portugal. than he ſubdued it ; for there is 
no Compariſon ' between the Forces of the Two 
Kingdoms ; and had not the Spaziſþ Power been bro- 
ken by other fatal Loſſes againit Ezg/ana and the Low- 
. Countries, I ſuppoſe *twould not be 1mproper to ſay 
P-r7tugval 'had remain'd a Province of Cp4/# to this 
day. Inth year 1645, while P///-p the Fourth vas in- 
volv'd tn ſeveral Troubles, as in particular the Re- 
vole of the C::1/0niaps the Portugneſ; ſhook off the 
Spaniſh Government, and fer up Johz Duke of Bra- 
g4#2z4 ; and yet even this Revcit had not heen able 
ro have been made good , had not the French pri- 
vately ailiſted them under the Command of Dukes 
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Scomberg , by whoſe Condutt they won the famous 
Victory of Yi4a Vitioſa ; and yet after this; had not 
the Diverſion the French made in the. Netherlands, 
made the Spaniards willing ro clap up a Peace with 
Portugal on any terms , the Portnzneſe could not have 
held out. The Sum of all is this, That Portugal is 
not able to ſupport ic ſelf againſt Spain without a 
Foreign Aſliffance. Now if Spain and France Unites 
under one Power, - whenever that Powef pleaſes to 
demand the Crown of Portugal, it muſt and will be . 
ſurrendred to it. © oo” 


Wherefore *cis the Intereſt of Portugal by all poſh- 
ble means to prevent this Union ; what thoſe means 
are, I reier to its proper Head. 


The Smni/5, the Griſons, and the City. of Gereva, 
are the next concern'd in this Aﬀair : I know ſome are 
apt to ſay, that the greateſt loſs the STi/s are like to 
have on this occaſion, will be want.of Employment, 
which they have always found in the Wars detween 
France end Spain ; bur, perhaps, it might be anſwered 
by ſaying, They may chance to find Employment 
enough in defending their own Countrey ; for it is 
not to be queſtioned but the King of France, who' 
would thert be Lord of all rhe Countries Southward of 
the Griſons and Sviſs, would be very fond of making 
that Warlike People his Subje&s, both for the advan- 
tage of having a power to force them into his Ar- 
mies, andaltio of ſtopping the paſſage of the Germans 
that way intro /:a/y$ and indeed the impoſſibility that 
ſeems to lie. on the Siſſ-rs of maintaining their. Neu- 
trality, makes it almolt natural to believe the New Mo- 


narch willattempt all ſcaſible methods to bring them 
over 
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over to him, if it be only to anticipate the Germans 
and prevent their being Parties wich the Emperor. 
'Tis true the Sw//s are a Fighting Peopke and not 
ealily conquered, and 2 Poor People nor worth con- 
quering ; there is nothing to be had from them bur 
Blows and barren Mountains; but yet the Reaſons 
aboveſaid would, in caſe of ſuch a Union as we ſpeak 
of, make it abſolutely neceſſary ro the French to make 
themſelves Maſters of chem, coſt what it would. *Tis 
confeſ(s'd ſome of. the moſt Powerful Princes of Europe 
have attempted the Sms in vain ; as Leopold Archduke 
of Auſtria, whom they defeated and kill'd at the Battel 
of Sempech, Anno 1444. And Charles Duke of Bargun- 
ay at the Battel of Graz/on was routed by the Smizzers, 
though he was a Gallanc Soldier, and had in his Army 
an 100000 Men ; and ic would bea very difficult thing 
for the ſtrongeſt Power of Exrope to make a Conqueſt 
of them by Force ; bur the preſent King of France has 
found other ways to Conquer, beſides dou nright Fight- 
ing, and the Swiſs who are a needy People, may, per- 
haps, be as eaſily divided as another Nation, by the help 
of Money eſpecially, their Government being compo- 
{cd of two different Religions, and each Party very 
poſitive and zealous in their own: If therefore the 


French and Spaniſh Monarchies thould untre, the Swiſs 


may find it very difficult ro maimain their*Confedera- 
cy, either from the Force or the Subriicy of their Great 


Neighbour : For in caſe of ſuch a Union, the Mo- 
narch of that Empire will preſently. ſee, that to per. 


the Swiſs Cartons under his Power, will be the firſt and 
moſt neceſſary work to employ his Politicks ; for it 
would be the only way to ſecure himſelt from any di- 
ſturbance 1o his entire Reduttion' of Jraly. So that it 
mult be of che laſt Conſequence to the S:v75 Cartons, 
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to-prevent ſuch a mighty Uaion in Parope, which ſeems 
to bring wh it a neceffity of involving them ina War 
with the moſt Ininncible Power of Two united Monar-. 
chies; in which War they muſt of neceſtity at laſt ſub- 
mit or be conquer'd; for a Vidory obtain'd by them, 
could have no other Tendency, than to make their 


| Terms of Accord the eaſier ; which they muſt always 


be bound to preſerve at the Price of a War, whenever 
their.Potent Neighbour pleaſe to impole upon them. 
As to Trade indeed, the Swr/s are not much concern'd, 
becauſe they Trade little but among themſelves, nor 


"-have oa Sea-Port for Foreign Trade, nor any Manu- 


faQures to export. 


The Empire of Germany is the next to be conlider'd : 
The ConjunQion of Frence and Spain ſeems to threat- 
en Germany with a fatal and a bloody War ; the Fron- 
tiers of Fraxce and Spain united, extend in lengrth, 
fronting the Limirs of the Empire, for a contiguous 
Range of. near a Thouſand Miles, if the Swi/s Grifons 
and the Norrh-Eaſt part of: I:aly are included, as they 
are of neceſſity.co be. 

Tis true, the Emperdr of Germany is not under an 
abſolute neceſhty of quarrelling with this ſuppoſed Em- 
pire ; but the Circumſtances of raly, which has fo many 
Fiefs and Dependancies on the Empire ia it, are ſuch, 
that it ſeems impoſſible, ſpeaking of common Politicks, 
that the Frezch ſhould poſſeſs the Spaniſh Dominions in 
Laly, aid not commence a'War wivh the Emperor of 
Germany ; for the 1ta/ian Princes cannor ſubliſt in. ]raly, 


' withour being incroach'd upon. in ſuch a caſe ; and rhe 


only Prince they can have recourſe to for Protettion,, is 
the Emperor : Poſſibly it may be the trueſt Inzereſdad: 
the Emperor to lye ſtill at this time, and rather proſe- 

| -- Ce 
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cute his Wars againſt the 7urts with his utmoſt Vigor, 
by which he gains an extraordinary Glory. as well as 
Revenue ; and chat being once happily finiſhed, he 
may be the better able to cope with ſuch an ,United 
-Power : For as he is now engaped in his Wars in Huz- 
gary, it muſt be own'd that the Empire: of Germaxy 
would be in very great danger, and a very unequal 
Match to the French upon the Rhine. It is without 
queſtion the preſent Intereſt of the Emperor to preſerve 
his Peace, becauſe the Towns which are to be reſtored 
by the preſent Peace are not yet quitted by the French ; 
but that once done, the Emperor might with the great- 
er advantage preſerve the Peace of the Empire, and 
transfer the War into Italy, where the Germans always 
fight cheapeſt, and the French deareſt. 
The Emperor's Intereſt in this Aﬀair hes diftin- 
_ guiſh'd with reſpeCt to the ſeveral parts of the Empire. 
The States of the Lower Saxony, whole Troops, toge- 
ther with the Swabiay and Fraxconian Circles, compoſe 
the Forces on the Rhzine, are maintain'd by Quora's at 
the Charge of the ſeveral Princes of the Empire, and 
the ſame Princes are an inexhauſtible Magazine of 
Mean and Money, and perhaps well united are invincible 
as tothe French. In Traly the Germans can maintain the 
War three parts in five cheaper than the Frexch, be- 
cauſe the Feudatories of the Empire bear their propor-. 


tion: But if the French by this ConjunQion unite alſo 


the 14/ian Princes, the Heat of the War between the 
Emperor and the French is-moſt probable to:lye onthe 
Frontiers of Bavaria , or the Lower Parts of 4uftria 
and Bohemia , the Emperor's Hereditary Dominion, 
which indeed 1s the calkereſi place the Emperor canbe: 
touch'din. WY To 
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- *Tis true, that Gerzpexy united is a moſt formidable 
Empire ;,;but the preſeat Condition. of the Empire, 
very much weakned by this laft War, and involved in 
a vigorous War againſt the Turks, is ſuch as renders it 


| In but an ill Condition to engage in ſo bloody and ex- 


penſive a War as this would be. ?*Tis therefore the In- 
tereſt of the Empire with all its Might, by way of pre- 
vention, to ſecure the Crown of Spazz; that by ſuch an 
addition the French Greatneſs might be curb'd and re- 
{traig'd , and the French anticipated in all their vaſt 
and ambitious Deſigns upon [taly. 


The King of Poland ſeemsto be the only Prince that 
will be eaſy at this Union, and that only as it ſerves 
his preſent purpoſe, by diverting the Frexch from di- 
ſturbing him in the peaceable Poſſeſſion of his new- 
gotten Kingdom. The diſorders of his Government 
ſeem to grow upon him, and the Party of the Prince 
of Contr, or the Cardinal Primate rather, are only u 


| held by their expeQation. of Succors from France, 1n 


order to diſpoſſels the preſent King : Now this Union 
of France with Spain, may be beneficial to the King of 
Poland, only as it may divert the Court of France from 
raiſing and encouraging Rebellions and Diſorders in 
his Aﬀairs, before he is well ſetrled in his new-gotten 
Dominions: And yet the King of Po/and will not ap- 
prove of this ConjunQtion, as a Friend to the French 
Intereſt, nor any way, but as he would be glad of any 
Circumſtance that would divert the French tromgiving 
him difturbance in the particular Settlement which he. 
has before him. 


The Dutch are the next State moſt concern'd in 


ſach a ConjunQion ;. were -it* not for Flaxders the 
: D 2 Dutch 


| TW? 
Dstch would have no manner of concern upon them, 
but what reſpeQted Tradeonly ; of which by it ſelf. 
'Bnt as they now ſtand with ” the feveral 
Provinces of the Spaniſo_ 


"Their Territory is entirely encompals'd with the 
 Flemings , Legois, and Germans , and that ſubtle Go- 


vernment have at all times taken ſpecial care to keep - 


of the Neighbourhood of the French, and have ever 
ſo ordered the matter, that they have had ſome or 
other ſtrong Town of the Span:ards to ſtand between 
them and danger ; what they. are to expect from the 
Neighbourhood of the French, they have room enough 
to judge from their own 'ſad Experience in 1672, 
when the French broke into the Bowels of their Coun- 
try, and like a Torrent bore down all before them ; 
if then the Spaniſh Low-Countries fafl into the hands 
of the French , as by ſach a Union they wouſd im- 
mediately do, the Dutch would be even Belieged by 
the French Power from the Mouth of the S:h:/4 to 


the Rhine , and have' no Frontier but their own 


_ Towns; and on the leaft breach between them and 
the French, their own fruitful Countries which they 
have hitherto been fo Chary of , would become 'the 


Sear of the War, and be impoveriſht and over-run- 


with the Numerous Armies of Franc. we eh 
In a word; It does not feem very -probable ' that 
the Datch can maintain their Commonwealth, but wilt 
fall a certain Prey at ſome time or other, to the over- 
wn Greatneſs of the French Monarchy ; for they 
ye but two ways of ſupporting themſelves, by War 
: or 


\ 
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(Carty 
or Peace ; the firſt muſt be Precarious,, and at the 
Abſolute Will - of "the ' French ;- and the. laſt will 
be deftruRtive - to: them.” ' There is a vaſt differ- 
ence between the Charge of a War maintain'd Abroad, 
and the Delolations of a War broughr Home to ours 
ewn doors. While the Da:ch maintaind their Army, 
and | ſent them into Plenders ro Fight ;*the War, 
though ir was long and very bloody, yer was eaſy 
ro them ; but to have the Frexch Army 'in the Bow- 


. els of - their Country ., leaves nothiog but Ruin 
and Deſolation behind ; witneſs the Rage of the 


French Armies at Sivamerdam in the Years 1672, 
The Ditch by their hired Troops are a very power- 
ful State ; but are on the other hand the worſt of 
any Nation in- the World to entertain a War in - 
their own Dominion, becauſe they are ſo exceedingly 
dependant upon the openneſs and freedom of Trade, 
which if it be once ObſtruQted, as to be ſure it muſt 
be by ſuch a kind of a War,.they are preſently. im- 
poveriſht. The. Uniting the Spaniſh Nether lends to 
France by this Succeffion, would leave Haland in a 
manner quite naked of all its defence, and expoſed 
to the Will of the French ; for if Flanders be loſt, 
all che Blood and Treaſure ſpent by the whole Con- 
federacy in Three long and chargeable Wars, for the 
reſcuigg Flanders out of the French hands, would. be 
loft, and: all the labour of the King of Ernglard and: 
his Armies would be utterly Joſt. LY... 

. The Dutch are. certainly expoſed to the laſt degree, 
and in ſo much danger of being abſolutely ſubdued in 
ſuch 4caſe, that Ithinkthey are concern'd in the high- 
eſt degree,.to prevent, . if -poſible, ſuch an Union- as 
that, whichwould to: them.be the moſt facal chiog in 


- the World. a We 
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We come in the ,next; place to examine how England 


| Nands with reſpect to ſuch, an Yoiop, ; Exg/and 1s; nor 


one jot lefs concern'd in.the matter. than Holand ; the 
King of £ land, whole Hazards ini Flanders may 
ſeem nee Il to. thoſe who underſtogd no. better, has 
given ſufficient, Teſtimony of his Opinion, how much 
the .ſafety,of England depends upon maintaining 'the 
Frontier of Flanders as a Barrier for the Kingdom 
A the Inſults of the French Nation : and indeed, 
it nothing but the prodigious increaſe of the Naval 
Strength, which Fraxce would attain by ſuch an Quni- 
on, were conſidered, it would be ſufficient to make 
all the Northern parts of Europe join their Intereſt 


- againſt it. I notedia the Article about the Dutch, the 
_ naked Condition they would be in with reſpeR to a 


War by Land; but ſhould the French once make them- 
ſelves Maſters of Flinders, and of ſome of the Dutch 
Ports and Harbours in the Sche/a, or the Maez, the 
addition of their Naval Strength would make them 
too great a Match for all Europe at Sea. :;; 

The preſent Conjunttion of the Exz/ifb and Dutch 
Fleets have not without great difficulty preſerved the 
Commaad of the Sea during this War; the Advanta- 
ges pain'd by it are viſible to che, meaneſt underſtand- 
ing ; and I queſtion whether ic would be poffible to 
maintain that Command incaſe of ſuch a Union, The! 
preſent growing greatneſs | of the French Genius. 
infus'd by vigorous Councils into the Spaniards, may 
once again make them, as they formerly were, the moſt 
Powerful Nation in che World, both at.Land and Sea ; 
if then the French and Spamzard United, '{hould make: 
themſelves jn proportion too. ſtrong at Sea'' for the 
Engliſh and Dutch., they may 4, ge fair, for a 
Vaiverſal Empire over this part of the World. 
« 


Our- 
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Our Intereſts: in the We/f-India» Colonies of A4me- 
rice , come next into Conſideration. *'Tis abſo- 
Jutely :neceffary for the ſecurity of our Plantations, 
whoſe extent 1s exceeding great, that no Union be 
made between the French and Spayiſh Dominions; 
otherwiſe the ' whole Trade from thefe pafts of the 


' World, to both Faft and Weft Indies, may lie art the 


mercy of the Frexch: For England and Holland being 
Nations ſubſifting and depending wholly upon Trade 
and Foreign Negoce , any Union in the World , 
which ſhall 'be too ſtrong for them at Sea, may 


- in the end reduce both thoſe Nations to what Terms and 
what SubjeQtion they pleaſe. And this leads us to. the 


other great Confideration of this Union, as it reſpeCts 
The Tnteref of Trade in the World. 


The Intereſt of Trade is. the Intereſt of Nations : 


Peace is the end of War, or at leaſt ought to be ſo: 
Trade is the end of \Peace, and Gain is the end of 
Trade. + - - (F JEL] 5-6 4s 

The Trade of Exrope 1s principally im the hands of 
the Engliſh, Dutch; and Spaniards ; from the two for- 
mer to the latter, in ManufaQtures of their own 


. Growth. and Operation. The Spaniards, who are a 


Natiord that make [the beft Return in Trade of any 
Nation in the: World,: mame/y,' Bullion, may be ſaid to 
ſuffer us to Trade with them, ;rather than they to Trade 
with us: They are a fubrle, but a very flothful Na- 
tion ; they buy almoſt all their neceſſary things of Fo- 
reigners , they have .in a manner. no ManufaQture 
among them, they hardly make their own Cloaths ; 
and- in return, the-Growth' of their Countrey., as 
Wines, Oyls, and Fruits, are brought back , and the 
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Overplas made up by Exchange, ſupplied by the Bul- 
| lion of cheir Weff-Indies.. | 
hs a further demonſtration of the ill husbandry of 
the Spexerds in Trade, it appears: that all the Trade 
carried on with them by the Exg/iſb and Duacch, is 
carried offupon our own Stocks; and ſome have ven- 
cured to ſay, that the Ezg/i/b EffeRs in Spain do'nor © 
- amount to leſs than 5o Millions fferl. ; which way of 
Trade has always bcen the greateſt Ligament of che 
'Peace between the Engliſh and Dutch, and the Spani- 
ard : For on. the firſt occaſton of a Rupture with theſe 
- Countries, the immediate courſe the Spariard takes, is 
co ſeize upon all the Enzl;/þ or Dutch Merchants, and 
confiſcate their Effes, which are always ſo conlide- 
rable, as that thoſe Nations have no a: ba to lay 
hold on by way of Repriſal. *Tis true, they bave taken 
their Plate-Ships, and ſometimes plunder'd the Coaſt- 
Towns in the Spaniſh Weſt-Indies, which arbeſt would 
be but a ſmall Amends, to the Seizure of che Effes 
of fo many Merchants. 24 We 
Nay, they arc not only ſo ill Merchants as to ſuffer 
"Strangers to engroſs their Trade, but even thoſe Stran- 
gers, as if the Spaniards were neither able to manage, 
or fit tobe truſted with Buſineſs, employ all Agents, 
Fattors, and Servants of their own, fent over and re- 
fident among them, with the {ame Methods: &: they 
Plant .amongft tho moſt barbarous Nations of Africs ; 
and by this Merhod the Trade of Spain iis ſo managed, 
' that whatever it be to the Spaniards themſelves, *tis 
_ certainly a Trade excceding painful to the Merchants 
of theſe Countries in particular. -/ Ty 


2.” Asit' octafions the Conſunaption of their Mano- 
faQtures, and from thence the Improvement” of their 
OP | Stocks 
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Stocks at home ; by which the whole Countries are 
enrich*d, and the Poor employ'd and ſupported. 

2. AsSit makes a Return of Bullion, which is the 
greateſt Advantage that can accrue to Trade ; for 
Manufactures exported , and Bullion return'd, make 
always an Account of Protit to the Publick Stock of a 


Nation. 


3. An Increaſe of Navigation, and Encouragement 
to Seamen; the Spaniards not only Trading with us all 
in out own Veſſels, but employing our Ships ia their 
own Afﬀairs from Port to Port, in 1:aly eſpecially. 

In caſe of a Union with Fraxce, 'tis very probable 
the Channel of Trade to Spazy may be entirely alter'd : 
The Frexch are a buſy Trading Natioa themſelves, and 
are-very apt to vye with the Exz//ſþ and Dutch in their 
Manufactures : And togo no further, when 'tis in their 


Power to admit their own Merchants to import cheir 


ManufaQtures Cuſtom-free, while we ſhall pay 23 per 
Cent. 'tis eaſy to ſee that our Trade thicher-mult dye. 

I know it will be objefted here, That the chict Ex. 
port of Engliſh ManufaQtures is to Cadzz, for the Trade 
by the Galeons to New Spain, &c. ; and that if the 
French ſhould by their Conjunttion any way dilcourage 
thac Trade, it is but our opening a Correſpondence 
from Famaica to their Weſt-Indies, and we ſhould be as 
great Gainers, and the Trade from Spain by the Gale- 
ons, be very much impair'd. : 

By the Treaty of- Commerce between the two Nati- 
ons, it is ſtipulated in particular, That the Kjng of Eng- 
land ſball not permit any of his Subjetts to Trade, Cor- 
reſpoxd, or Seil to or with any of the Sabjetts of his Ct, 
tholick Majeſty in the Weſt Indies : The reaſon was, 
that the Trade from hence to Spazz being ſo confide- 
rable-by the way of _ and the retura ſo good, 
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keeping it in that Channel, would be the only way fo 
maintain thar heneficial. Negoce to advantage : Where- 
as ſupplying the [ndics direftly from Exg/ard , would 
be very prejudicial to the particular Trade of Sparn it 
ſelf, the Navigation from Cad:z to the Havana, and in 
general to the whole I rade. | 
Now the mcſt effeQual Method of prohibiting this 
Trade, has appear'd to be obſerving the Prohibition 
ſtrictiy at our Colonies and Iflands in Jmerics, Jamaica 
10 particular ; For did our Government give the Liber- 
ty to Trade from Famaica to New Spain direQtly , the 
Spaniards arc la caper to Trade, that all the Precaution 
their own Governinent could uſe to prevent it, would 
be to no purpoſe: And there is this reafon to be given 
forit ; That the Sale from the Erz/ihh by the way of 
Famaica 15 ſo much cheaper than that by way of Cadiz, 
and yet our Merchants great Gainers too, that the Spa-. 
wiards of America will run all hazards to get our Goods 
on ſhore, and coming off to us in Sloops and Canoes, 
they Trade /uper a/tum mare, bartering immediate Mo- 
ney for our Commodities at an extraordinary Rate.. 
| The reaſon is plain ;. becauſe Goods ſent from Exg- 
. land or Holland to Cadiz, there paying Freight and 
Charges, with.a Cuſtom of 23 /. per Cexr. to the King 
of Spain, and afterwards reſhipt on board the Galeons, 
paying a ſecond Freight, with ſome Indulto at their 
ding on board, ahd again at their landing in America, 
muſt of neceſſity be ſold dearer than Goods brought di- 
rely from England. + 
Now 1f the Prohibition on our ſide be but removed, 
the Trade of Cadiz, as far as reſpets Ex2/iſþ Goods, 
would be ruined. 
?Tis acknowledg'd this would be very detrimental 
to the Spar;yb Trade ;. but a Trade carried — 
Stealth 
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| Stealth could be neither very durable, 'nor very confi - 


derable, and cheretore could never amounr.to an Equi- 
valent to the Lols-of that great Branch of our Trade 
from Ex2/4nd to Cadiz. 

Another Anſwer may bs given as to the Damage of 
Trade, That a Powerful Union between F/o4and and 
Enzlani,tor the Augmentation of their Naval Strength, 
in order to preſerve always the Commany of the Seas, 
will be eifectuil eicher to preſcribe the French, .though 
they are united with the S»2aniard, within the Ancient 
Regulations of Trade, or to prohibit their own Trade 
to their American Colonies, nay, even to take all 4me- 
rice from them. ” | 

To this I ſay, Spain indeed, as now conſider'd in the 
hands of the Spaniards, has but an inconliderable Na 
val Power ; but Sp:iz tn the hands of the Freach muſt 
be otherwiſe conſider d;. - 

The French are a Nation who improve every thing 
to the utmoſt ; they are a diligent indefatigable people; 
if it be poſſible to recover the Naval Power of Spain 
(as no doubt it is), they will recoverit: And what a 
prodigious Extent of the Sea will they poſlſe(s by a con- 
tiguous Coaſt from Dunkirk to the Strezghrs-mouth 
hr I mult ſuppoſe Portuzel to be ſwallow'd up by 
them, it cannot be avoided, the Pretenſions to that 
Crown are fo great, and the Power to oppoſe them fo 
ſmall;) and from the Szrezghts-mouth, a few ſmall 
Ports excepted, quite to Lorerto on the Eft [ide of T:4- 
ly, almoſt to Venice : They mult be a more «{lochful 
People than the Spaxiards, if they do not make them- 
ſelves the ſtrongeſt Nation at Sea in the World. 

And if they are ſo, no Trade can be fecur'd to us, 
but ſuch as ſome particular advantage to themlclves, . 


makes it their-Iagereſt to permit. 
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In = word, It ſeems to me that Trade in general 
will lie roo much ar the Mercy of the French ever to be 
of any Advantage to their Neighbours, and I'll in- 
tance in one particular Trade, in which at preſent we 
rival that Nation, viz. the Newfoundland Fiſhing. 

We take our Fiſh on the Banks of Newfoundland, 
and on the Coaſt of New Enzland, and the French do 
the like; the Market is general, and equal to both 
Nations; if there be any advantage, 'tis on the (ide of 
the Engliſh ; bur if Spain, which is the place where all 
this Fiſh is diſpoſed of, falls into the hands of the 
French, 'tis but Prohibiting Fiſh,excepring in their own - 
Bottoms, and all ourWewfoundland Colonies muſt fink 
and be deſerted, and Three hundred Sail of Ships be 
at once unemployed. | 
That ſuch a Prohibirion would be the conſequence 
of ſuch a Union, is as natural as can be, and no one 
could blame the French neither, for. 'we would do the 
{ame our \clves. 

The Trade to Venice, to Traly, and to Turkey, wou!ld 
have like Circumſtances and Conſequences, for the 
French would keep the Key of the Mediterraxean. and 
they would be very much to blame if they let any paſs 
the Srreights Mouth without paying them ſuch a Toll, 
as that all choſe Trades ſhould be managed by us-under 
— diſadvantage, if they were not entirely 
lolt. 

To ſpeak of the Dutch, whoſe Piſhery in a preat 
meaſure is he ſtaple of their Navigation, chisFithery 
depends as much upon their St. Ubzes Fleet for Sal; 25s 
the Brewers m London do upon the Mew-Caſdle Fleer? for 
 Conls: Should this Unſon of France and Spain facceed, 
. and. Portugal be ſubdued, *cis in the power of "the + 

French to deſtroy all the Datch Fiſhery,-by laying a 

great 
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great Duty on the Salt at St. Vbres , while their own 
SubjeAs ſhall bave it as before ; by which means che 
Fench ſhall bring their Herrings Cheaper to Market, 
and conſequently have all che Trade. - 

The Inſtances which might be given of this nature 
are too many to be included in this ſhort Diſcourſe, 
and too playn to need it ; a very mean Capacity as to 
Trade may make a judgment of tt. 

From the whole I rake the freedom to draw this 
Conclufon, that ſuch a Union of Two ſych Powertul 
Monarchies as Frarce and Spain, would be very perni- 
Cctous tothe Trade of England and Holland in general, 
and abſolutely deſtruQtive to ſome branches of it in par- 
ticular; it would be hazardous to the Peace and Liber- 
ty of the Dutch, and abſolutely inconfiitent with the 
Ballance of Power in Europe ; it woutd be fatal-to the 
Princes: of 1:a/y, the Cantos of Svitzertiand, and the 
Kingdom of Por/ngal; *twould be very troubleſome 
and uneaſy to the Empire, and would very much en- 
danper the Liberty of. Chr:/tendom, | | 

And if fo, then it. miſt be rhe Intereſt of all the 
Princes of Europe to join their F-'Tces with the utmoſt 
vigour, and endeavour t: prevent tt. 

*Tis certainly the Tntereſt of Exg%4 and Fl7and 
to: preſerve the Freedom of their Commerce and their 
Empire of the' Seas. ; and I ſee noevent in the World 
that is in the leaft probable ro deprive 'em of it but this ; 
no Union in the World but this can put any Prince or 
People, or Confederacy in a condition fo much as to 
diſpute it with them ; France by it ſelf cannot do it, 
as has appeard this laſt War ; Spain is in no probable 
Circumſtances for it ; but France and Spain together 


ſeems to be placd in a Scituation, for the Univerſal 


Government of Europe. . 
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*Tis certainly the Intercit of the Princes of 7:4/y,- 
by all that is poſſible for them to do, to prevent this 
Union; and that is ſo plain fram all the Riftories of 
thoſe Countries as to the Times when the French 
were Maſters of the greateſt part of 7:aly, that it needs 
no other demonſtration. 


Portugal has nothing to protect her, bat the differ- 
ence betweenthoſe Two Nations, as I noted of Satzoy, 
that whea ſhe is Oppreſt ty one, ſhe may have Succour 
from the other; for I think it can hardly be ſuppoſed 
that the French King would omit uniting that ſmall 
Kingdom to his Empire, having a kiad of a Right to 
it by a former Poſſeſſion. 


Germany has various Reaſons to oppoſe this Union. 
Firſt, Becauſe the Teal Right is ia the Emperor or 
Duke of Bavaris, or both, rather than Fraxce, if the 
Article of the Renunciation be good , as no doubt it 
is. Now the Title to the Crown of Spazn being re- 
nounced before it Was really a Title, feems to take 
off all Pretences of Exception; for the King of 
Fraxce did not quit a Title which he had, but agreed 
to remain without a Title which he had not; and tlie 
Renuncation was made by the Two Kings, not by 
the I»fania only, but by her Father too; as appears 
by the particular Words of the Renunciation, which 
are as follow : Placuit utrique Regi padtione inſtar legis 
ſemper walituris ſancire, ne unquam ſereniſſima Infans Te- 
reſa, aut poſteri ejus ulls, ad ſeros uſque Nepotes, quocunque 
gradu ſint, admittantur ad ſucceſſionem ullam, ſive Regno- 
rum, five Principatuum, Provigcterum, Ditionum, Do- 
miniorum quorumeungue Rezis Catholici , won obſtante 


lege ulla, conſuetudine aut ali» Jure in contrarium , cut 
' utrinſque 


—_—_ 


' vent this Union, i His Catholick Majeſty ſhould dye, 
and 
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atriuſqie Regis authoritate pleniſſune derogatur , .comtems 
platione difte aqualitatis, © publice utilitatis que inde 
emanatura fperatur. It was conſented to by both their Ma» 


Jjefties, and by them cenfirm d, that meither the moſt Sirene 


Infanta Tereſa, nor a3) of her Iſſue or Poſtergty, 143 That 
degree ſoever, be admitted to ſlicceed in any of the Kyne- 
doms, Dukedoms, Provinces, or Dominions of his Catho- 
lick Majeſty, any other Cuſtom, Conſtitution, or Law to the 
contrary notwithſtanding © So that if any ſuch Cuſtom or Con- 
ftituticn were., it was ty authority of bath Kyngs abſo- 
lutely annulÞ/4 ind d:firoged. And this only to adjuſt the 
Dominion of both Crowns, ſo as each of them might re- 


ceive an equal benefit by it. 


Laſtly, 'Tis the Intereſt of Sp.ip it ſelf to oppoſe 
this Union ; for whereas it 15 not an addition of France 
to Sp1in, but of Spain to France, it changes it from a 
Soveraign Self dependant Kingdom, and one of the 
moſt powerful in the World to a Province of the 
French Empire ; to be ſubjeCt to the Laws and Maxims 


_ of a Nation, whoſe Genius and Tempers are as di- 


realy contrary to one another, as Heat and Moiſture, 
as Light and Darkneſs ; tis Subjetting the Spaniſh Na- 
tion to a People for whom they; have ever had a ſtated 
mortal averſion, from whom they differ in every thing 
that Nature can contrive two oppolite Conftirutions 
to partake of ; differ in Complexion, differ in Temper, 
differ in Cuſtoms , in Habits, in Manners, in every 
thing butReligion. 


To Conclude ; I firmly believe that to all this may 
be added, That notwithſtanding the French Greatneſs 
and Policy, 'tis no difficult matter effeRually to pre- 
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and_ that wichout involyiag Evrope ia a new War, 
unleſs the Moſt Chriſtian King ſhould reſent any Pre- 
ventive: Methods to ſuch a Degree, as to declare War 
himſelf ag aint the Confederates, L mt 

How this-may be done, is not the bulineſs of this 
Paper ; nor is it an Afﬀair proper for a Pamphlet. I 
doubt not but - thoſe Princes which Gog has plac' 
at. the Helm of -Goyergmient in Europe , underſtand 
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| both che Meatis and the, Time for ſuch a Work, be 
; ing no more without Council-to Dire, than without 
Power to Perform ; and to themT refers. 
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